
 

Trench Coat Overview 

The classic trench coat dates back to at least as early as WW1 (arguably even before that 
with outerwear designers such as Burberry in the 19th century) but the name alludes to its 
use by the British military in the trenches. Later popularised in film noir movies by stars 
such as Humphrey Bogart the trench also quickly became fashionable in womenswear.  
Photographed with such allure by Helmut Newton and many others, the trench coat has 
become firmly established in the lexicon of fashion garments. Now almost all fashion 
houses have their own take(s) on this classic staple.  

As Atsuko Kudo designs and produces garments solely from latex material our version of 
the trench coat is defined very much by the material we use but also by Atsuko’s penchant 
for beautiful, precise tailoring. 

Though the trench coat style is quite traditional, latex is quite new compared to many other 
materials. We find that the mixture of old and new is interesting. Perhaps you may find other 
fabrics from which to construct your trench which may have an equally interesting tension. 

However, for this project we aim to offer some advice on how to make quite advanced items 
from latex but most importantly to encourage creativity in cut and shaping by asking 
viewers to create their own interpretation for the main silhouette and structure of their 
finished garment. 

Therefore we have presented a partial pattern for this garment and we encourage you to fill 
in the rest. Using the building blocks provided we are asking viewers to create their own 
shapes according to their perspective of how a trench coat could look. In addition we are 
offering advice on how to make the pattern elements provided in latex and tips if you prefer 
to use another fabric. 

The concept of the project is also based around levels of translucence. We have used semi 
transparent latex to produce the example shown in Nick Knight’s amazing, almost X-ray 
images. For the trench this creates a very sensual feeling as parts of the body are revealed to 
differing degrees by the translucence offered by the fabric and construction of the garment. 
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